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TOWN OF CAMBRIDGE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC PROPERTY LOCAL LAW 2016 — 
DISALLOWANCE 

Motion 
Pursuant to standing order 67(3), the following motion by Hon Robin Chapple was moved pro forma on 
22 August — 

That, pursuant to recommendation of the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation, the 
Town of Cambridge Local Government and Public Property Local Law 2016 published in the 
Government Gazette on 24 January 2017 and tabled in the Legislative Council on 17 May 2017 under the 
Local Government Act 1995, be and is hereby disallowed. 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [12.51 pm]: This disallowance motion has basically come 
from a recommendation of the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation in its second report, 
“Town of Cambridge Local Government and Public Property Local Law 2016”. This instrument was made by the 
local government of the Town of Cambridge. This is not the first time the delegated legislation committee has 
been caught with this sort of instrument. I will not labour the point. This instrument offended against the 
committee’s terms of reference, because the Town of Cambridge sought to apply the operation of the local law 
outside its district. This is a common practice by coastal local governments that are attempting to control activities 
on foreshores and beaches. The Town of Cambridge was required, under section 3.6(1) of the Local Government 
Act, to obtain the Governor’s approval before it sought to apply that local law to places outside its district, and it 
failed to do so. 

The report states — 

Section 9 of the City of Perth Restructuring Act 1993, prescribes in Schedule 2, the boundaries for the 
Town as follows: 

Onwards to the Low Water Mark of the Indian Ocean, and thence generally northerly along that 
water mark to the starting point. 

The report goes on to state that — 

This local law applies throughout the district of the Town of Cambridge and in the sea adjoining 
the district for a distance of 200m seawards from the low water mark at ordinary spring tides. 

It states also — 

The reason for not scrutinising the Local Law’s substantive content further was because the Town 
indicated in the Statutory Procedures Checklist accompanying the Explanatory Memoranda for the 
Local Law that section 3.6(1) of the Act was ‘Not applicable’. 

… 

Due to an administrative oversight, the Town did not obtain the Governor’s approval as required 
under section 3.6(1) of the Local Government Act 1995. 

In order to overcome this oversight, the Town subsequently located and provided a copy of a May 2001 
Governor’s approval that attached to the Town of Cambridge Local Government and Public Property 
Local Law gazetted on 22 March 2002 which was being repealed by the new Local Law. It was hoped 
that this Governor’s approval (replicated below) would authorise the Local Law. 

The report states also — 

The question before the Committee was whether the above approval could be a ‘blanket’ approval for the 
new Local Law or just for the particular type of law nominated in the approval. 

The committee wrote to the Minister for Local Government about its preliminary view of section 3.6(1) of the 
Local Government Act. The committee also pointed out to the Town of Cambridge that although the Governor has 
not, to the best of the committee’s knowledge, revoked the approval, its link to the law gazetted on 22 March 2002 
means that it serves no useful purpose. Hence the committee has recommended that the Town of Cambridge Local 
Government and Public Property Local Law 2016 be disallowed. 

This is problematic. The committee is asking this house to disallow a local law that is invalid—that is, that does 
not exist. From my recollection, there have been three occasions in the past on which the committee has had to 
move to disallow a local law that would have had no legal status in any event. 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [12.56 pm]: I indicate that 
the government will support this disallowance motion. We agree with the recommendation of the Joint Standing 
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Committee on Delegated Legislation that the Town of Cambridge Local Government and Public Property Local 
Law 2016 be disallowed. If a local government proposes to make a law that will apply outside of its jurisdiction 
or district, it is required to first obtain the approval of the Governor. That is a critical part of the process. It is in 
the interests of good government to ensure that invalid local laws do not remain in force. I thank the committee 
for its work. I understand the Town of Cambridge has been proactive in addressing the concern raised by the 
committee and has sought the Governor’s approval to adopt a replacement local law that will apply outside the 
district. It is appropriate that the house disallow this local law, and we support the committee’s recommendation. 

Question put and passed. 
Sitting suspended from 12.58 to 2.00 pm 
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